
Original	  concept:	  B.	  Blinick,,	  US	  History,	  Lowell	  High	  School	  

Indian	  Removal	  Press	  Conference	  

Cherokee	  Nation	  Groups	  Involved:	  

TREATY	  PARTY	  (Favoring	  removal)	  (Members	  of	  the	  Cherokee	  Nation)	  
	  	  Major	  Ridge	  
	  	  John	  Ridge	  (his	  son)	  

NATIONAL	  PARTY	  (opposed	  to	  removal)	  (Members	  of	  the	  Cherokee	  Nation)	  
	  	  John	  Ross	  

Representing	  members	  of	  the	  United	  States	  Government:	  

Supreme	  Court	  Justices	  
	  	  Chief	  Justice	  John	  Marshall	  

President	  of	  the	  United	  States	  
	  	  	  Andrew	  Jackson	  

Pro-‐Removal	  Legislators	  and	  advocates:	  
	  	  	  Georgia:	  	  Gov.	  Wilson	  Lumpkin	  

Anti-‐Removal	  Legislators	  and	  advocates:	  
	  	  	  Senator	  Edward	  Everett	  (Massachusetts)	  
	  	  	  Senator	  Theodore	  Frelinghuysen	  	  (New	  Jersey)	  

Newspapers	  Present:	  
	  	  The	  Washington	  Post	  	  (Neutral)	  
	  	  The	  Georgia	  Times	  	  (Pro-‐Removal)	  
	  	  	  The	  Cherokee	  Phoenix	  	  (Anti-‐Removal)	  

	  Directions:	  	  
Everyone	  is	  to	  come	  prepared	  to	  class	  for	  a	  press	  conference	  regarding	  Indian	  
Removal/Relocation	  Treaty	  of	  1836,	  including	  the	  Supreme	  Court	  Case	  Worcester	  v.	  
Georgia.	  	  

Members	  of	  the	  Press	  (newspaper	  reporters):	  Come	  to	  class	  with	  a	  list	  of	  ten	  
questions	  to	  ask	  of	  the	  	  groups	  representing	  various	  opinions	  about	  Indian	  removal	  
and	  the	  status	  of	  the	  Cherokee	  Nation.	  	  	  (5	  pts)	  	  (Due	  the	  subsequent	  class	  –	  your	  
newspaper	  write-‐up	  of	  the	  press	  conference	  	  (25	  points)	  )	  

Representatives	  of	  each	  of	  the	  other	  roles	  must	  EACH	  write	  an	  one	  page	  opening	  
statement	  that	  clearly	  (yet	  emotionally)	  describes	  their	  position	  on	  Cherokee	  and	  
other	  Indian	  removal.	  	  (25	  pts)	  	  (Due	  the	  subsequent	  class	  	  -‐	  your	  reflection	  of	  the	  
press	  conference,	  5	  points))	  	  

Once	  all	  the	  opening	  statements	  are	  read,	  advocates	  (role-‐players)	  will	  take	  
questions	  from	  reporters.	  	  	  	  	  	  



Cherokee Explusion
 
Summary
 

1827 The Cherokee become a sovereign nation within the State of 
Georgia by signing a treaty with the United States of America. 

After the 
Revolutionary War 

American settlers start moving westward; they desire valuable 
Cherokee land. 

1830 Georgia "helps" the Cherokee by claiming Cherokee land as 
State land and restricting white American presence there. 
Shortly thereafter, a white missionary, John Worcester, files suit 
againstthe state of Georgia, claiming that the Cherokee nation's 
laws allow him to stay on their land. 

Georgia also erases Cherokee claims to sovereignty, takes away 
Cherokee rights to testify against a white person, and prohibits 
the Cherokee from digging for the gold discovered in their own 
sovereign nation. All laws established by the Cherokee nation 
are nullified. 

1832 The case of Worcester v. Georgia goes to the Supreme Court. 
The Court decides that Georgia has no right to exercise any kind 
of authority over Cherokee lands, for the Cherokee are a 
sovereign nation. This is seen as a victory for the Cherokee, but 
their hopes are short-lived. 

1832-38 President Andrew Jackson refuses to enforce the Supreme Court 
decision. He favors the expulsion of the Cherokee. The "Trail 
of Tears" to Oklahoma begins as the Cherokee are forced offof 
their land. 

Major players in the case: 

• John Ridge/Treaty Party 

• John RossfNational Party 

• President Andrew Jackson 
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Turning Point
 

WINTER 1838
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The Case 
The Cherokee and their supporters were jubi

lant. The case of iVorcester v. Georgia was decided, 
and the Supreme Court of the United States had 
ruled in favor of Samuel vVorcester, reversing the 
state's earlier judgment against him. 

\Vorcester, a missionary who had lived among 
the Cherokee for years, had broken a Georgia state 
law. This law stated that non-Cherokee people liv
ing on Cherokee lands could either sign an oath of 
allegiance to Georgia or leave the Cherokee land. 
Worcester refused to do either. Instead, he chose a 
prison sentence of four years and appealed his case 
to the United States Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court ruling promised far more 
than just freedom for \Vorcester. ChiefJustice John 
Marshall's words implied that the Cherokee would 
be free to control their own fate, without interfer
ence from the state ofGeorgia. No one could enter 
the Cherokee Nation without the permission ofthe 
Cherokee, and the Cherokee could invite whomever 
they wanted to live on their land. The United States 
government would protect their lands. 

The victory proved to be an empty one. Presi
dent AndrewJackson is said to have remarked, 'John 
Marshall has made his decision; let him enforce it 
now ifhe can." It was true-the decision could not 
be enforced. Jackson did nothing to see that the 
ruling was obeyed, and vVorcester stayed in prison. 

The Background 
The Cherokee had held their land long before 

European settlers arrived. Through treaties with the 
United States government, the Cherokee became a 
sovereign nation within Georgia. 

By the early 1800s the Cherokee were principally 
an agricultural people, having adopted many ofthe 
customs and ways of life of neighboring white 
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rmers. They had their own schools, their own 
- ewspaper, their own judicial system, and their own 

inen constitution. ChiefSequoya's invention ofa 
erokee alphabet enabled many of the Cherokee 
read and write in their own language as well as 

~ English. The Cherokee farmed some ofGeorgia's 
- hest land, and in 1829 gold was discovered there. 

:tIers, miners, and land speculators were steadily 
roaching on Cherokee territory in pursuit of its 

- !"les. 
By the time of Worcester v. Georgia in 1832, fed
and state laws had opened the door for Chero
removal. In 1830 Congress had passed the Indian 

_moval Act, allowingJackson to pursue his goal of 
eating Eastern Native Americans to lands west 

--.he Mississippi River. 
That same year Georgia lawmakers had de

~d that all Cherokee lands were under state ju
iction, erasing Cherokee claims to sovereignty. 

-J1ermore, the Cherokee could not testify against 
-hite person or dig for the gold discovered in 
:r own nation. Their laws were nullified. Finally, 
December of 1830, Georgia restricted the pres-
e ofwhite settlers on Cherokee lands, a law that 
to the If/orcester case. 
In 1832, when Jackson ignored the Supreme 
t's ruling, the Cherokee realized their hopes for 

eral protection "vere in vain. Jackson recognized 
: the Cherokee had not been treated fairly. Nev
eless, he believed that the Eastern Native Ameri

.., - would have to be relocated, because a separate 
: on could not continue to exist within an Ameri
~ state. Long before Worcester v. Georgia, Jackson 

warned Congress against "encroachments upon 
:egitimate sphere ofState sovereignty." It was no 

-prise that Jackson chose not to enforce the 
_?reme Court's ruling. 

e Opinions 
Read the opinions of some of the people in

'oed in the Cherokee drama. PresidentJackson and 
,-ernor Lumpkin of Georgia favored removal, 
ile Massachusetts Senator Everett sided with 
erokee Principal Chief Ross in upholding the 
-ereignty promised in earlier treaties and outlined 
:he Cherokee Constitution of 1827. 

.-\rnong both United States and Cherokee offi
J.!s, people's views on the issue ofremoval differed 

"My opinion remains the 
same, and I can see no 
alternative for them but 
that of their removal to 
the West or a quiet sub
mission to the State 
laws." 

President Andrew Jackson, 1831 

"Any attempt to infringe 
the evident right of a 
state to govern the en
tire population within 
Its territorial limits ... 
would be the usurpation 
of a power never 
granted by the states." 

Wilson Lumpkin, governor of 
Georgia, 1832 

"Whoever read of such 
a project? Ten or fifteen 
thousand families, to 
be rooted up.... There 
is not ... such a thing 
in the annals of 
mankind...." 

Edward Everett, senator from 
Massachusetts, 1830 

"The lands solemnly 
guaranteed and re
served forever to the 
Cherokee Nation by the 
Treaties concluded with 
the United States, ... 
shall forever hereafter 
remain unalterably the 
same." 

Constitution of the Cherokee 
Nation, formed by a convention 
of delegates led by Principal 
Chief John Ross, 1827 








